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- FROM A FAMILY S

By Steve Israel
S|srael@th record.com

This is the letter none of us should have to

poser Lee Hoiby sent him the ietter Honby

gasped. Then the musician, ‘whose work has

been praised by Time magazine and The New

York Times, sat down at his Steinway piano
in his studio beside a rustling stream in the
Delaware River hamlet of Long Eddy. He com-
posed “Last Letter Home.”

These are excerpts of the letter. Melissa is
Givens’ wife. Dakota is his stepson, then 6
years old. Bean is the nickname of hls then-
unborn son, Cars
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never thought that I would be writing a letter like
feeli hough and, well, if you are
1ents in my life all deal with my littl
d. The moments when you quit taking lul 15
oy’s laughter or the simple nudge of a baby unborn. Yo
ave made me. You saved me from loneliness and taught me how
e how to live and to love. You opened my eyes to a world I n

blessed as the day I met you. You are my anggl, C

best friend. I am sorry. I did not want to have to write this letter.
v, so much more I need to share. A lifetime’s worth. 1 :
how long I will be with you. Please keep my babies safe. Please find it in your
leaving you alone ... Teach our babies fo live life to the fullest, tell yourself to
will always be there with you, Melissa. I will always want you, need you and love you, in m
mind and my soul. Do me a favor, after you tuck the children in. Give them hugs and kiss:
de and look at the stars and count them. Do ’t forget to smile. .

two weeks after Givens wrote this
vens, who had enlisted right after
ist attacks, was sitting in a tank

“You can’t
and | left the w
with a friend he loves, surrou
== Qutside, the siream rushes wit
timeless as Pfc. Jesse Givens’ love for his wife, his son and the baby
he never held. :
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{ oiby and barifone David Trombley will perfo

36 rm “Last Letter Home” at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Eddie Adams Barn, North Branch Road, Jefferson-
villg: The performance is part of The Weekend of Chamber Music summer festival. The program also features works by Beethoven and Ives, The cost
is' 9725 There will be an open rehearsal of the program at 7 p.m. Friday at the Eddie Adams Barn for free.
The Weekend of Chamber Music kicks off today with a free concert at 3 p.m. behind the Presbyterian Church on Main Street in Jeffersonville.
For Information, call’932-8527 of Vil wemconhCerts.org. e S i el L R 18



